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colonial children. "The old country must wake up," Prince
George had said, "if she intends to maintain her old position."
When he became King—when the torments of war and the
chicanery of diplomats drew his attention to Europe—he did
not forget the lesson of his journeys to the young countries.
His unique talent for storing knowledge was centred on the
Empire, no matter how often his Ministers talked of the old
enmities of Europe. The Lieutenant-Governor of Western
Australia said*, in 1934, that, of all the officials he had met
in London, none knew as much of the life and industry of
his part of Australia as King George. The detail and certainty
of his Sovereign's knowledge astounded him.
It fell to Prince Edward of Wales to complete this bond
between Britain and her Dominions, not by appealing to old
sentiments, but through practical interest. Perhaps his en-
counter with the Australians and New Zealanders in Egypt
first made him realise that the strength of his father's Empire
depended more on friendship with the new countries than by
meddling with the old feuds of Europe. This theme of interest
in the Dominions persisted, and it grew. When news of the
Armistice came, the Prince was in billets with the Canadian
Corps: next day he hurried to Mons and arrived in the market-
place in time to hear the clock strike eleven—the hour when
"horror drifted away.*' He took his place in the scene and
he saw the aircraft flying back to Mons after firing the last
shots of the battle. From this time his interests were diverted
to the positions controlled by Dominion soldiers. He was
attached, first, to the Australian Corps Headquarters at Ham
and then, in January 1919, he was posted to the New Zealand
Division at Leverkusen. No other soldier had seen the war
from as many angles, but the abiding impression which the
Prince brought back to England was of the part played by
the soldiers of Canada, South Africa, Australia and New Zea-
land. He had shared with them the emotions engendered by
the Armistice; and when he returned to London and made
his home in York House, it was o£ the countries of the Empire
* In conversation with the author.
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